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l\Ieasurcments wcrc madc in thc dark to avoid 
effects of photoconductiyity.w.10) As the CdS 
crystals wrre of high resistivity, electrical con­
ductivity effccts could be neglected. Since CdS 
is a piezoelcctric matcrial the cIectrical boundary 
conditions for the elastic constants havc to bc 
specificd. In addition thc piczoelectrie properties 
cause a "stiffcning" of the latticc(ll.12) which has 
to be taken into account whcn relating the sound 
velocity to the elastic constants. 

Cadmium sulfide crystallizes in the hcxagonal 
system, and thus it has five independent elastic 
constants Cll' C12' C13' C3 3, and Cu' For the deter­
mination of the lattcr eight diffcrent propagation 
modes of the sound are available for velocity deter­
mination. Thcse modes together with the relations 
between the sound velocities and the elastic con­
stants are listcd in Table 2. Here the cf/s are the 
adiabatic elastic constants at constant elect1'ic 
field, the efi's and ,,/s the piezoelectric and adia­
batic dielectric constants respectively, p the density, 
and the conductivity has been assumed to be zero. 
The convention of axis is that the z axis is parallel 
to the crystalline C a.'{is, the x axis to the a axis, 
while the y axis is normal to the x and z axis, the 
three forming a right handed system. 

The sound velocity was measured by the 
MCSKIMIN pulse superposition method.(13.14) 
The longitudinal and shear waves were generated 

by X and Y cut crystalline quartz transducers 
rcspcctively, operating at thcir fundamcntal fre­
qucncy of 15 r..rc/s. Ovcr the tcmpcrature range of 
78-300°J(, Canada balsam and Dow Corning 
DC 200 siliconc fluid (viscosity 12,500 cS) werc 
used for bonding the transduccr to the crystal, 
while for the range 4·2-78°K 4-Methylpentene-1 
was the bonding agent. 

In ordcr to compute the elastic constants at 
temperatures different from room temperature, a 
correction for the change in path length and density 
has to be applied, tlus correction requiring the 
knowledge of the thermal expansion coefficient as a 
function of temperature. Since such data for the 
range 4'2-30000K are not available, this coefficient 
was estimated from the room temperature value, (15) 

assuming its temperature depcndence is a Dcbye 
function. For the 45° direction the expansion 
coefficient was taken as Hcxl +CX3) where CXl, and 
CX3 are the expansion coefficients in the a and c 
direction, thus neglecting the change in angle with 
thermal expansion. Since the correction due to 
thermal expansion is very small, such an estimate 
is considered to be adequate. As only the room 
temperatures values of the ,,/s and el/s for CdS 
are known,<S) the latter were used over the whole 
temperature range. This will not introduce an 
appreciable error as the correction due to the term 
containing the ,,/s and elf's adds a correction of 

Table 2. The relati01~ between the sound velocity and the elastic constants for CdS s£ngle crystal 

Direction of Mode of Relation between sound velocity 
Velocity propagation propagation and elastic constants 

V1 • = II C axis Longitudinal PV1 2 = C33+ e332/£3 
V2 • = II c axis Shear, polarized in PV22 = CH 

:;: plane 
V3 x = II a a.us Shear, polarized II :;: PV3 2 = CH +e31e15/£1 
v, x = II a axis Shear, polarized 1. z pv,2 = (CU- C12)/2 
V6 x = "a axis Longitudinal PV6 2 = Cu 
Ve 45° to a and Shear, polarized" y PV6' = (CU- C12+2cH)/4 

c a.us 
V, 45° to a and Quasi longitudinal PV1· = (Cut +C5Gl)f2+ [(Clll_C5S1)2+4clSlc511]1/2/2 

C axis 
Vs 45° to a and Quasi shear PVS2 = (Cll l +C.51)/2 - [(cUt_C.,l)' +4C151C.ll]l/2/2 

C axis 

cut = (ell +C33+2c13+4cH)/4+(2e15+e31 +e33)2/[2(Cl +(3)] 
cut = (CU-C33)/4+(2el,+e3l +e33)(e31-C33)/[2(£1 +(3)] 
e6.1 = (Cll +C33 - 2C13)/4 + (e3l - C33)(2e15 - C31 - e33)/[2(£1 +(3)] 
C.l t = (CU- C33)/4+(2e,,+e3l +e33)(2cl,-e31- e33)/[2(£1 +(3)] 
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about 2 per cent. By analogy with zinc sulfide, the 
variation of the £/s and ell's is of the order of 2 
per ccnt over the temperature range room-78°K. 
Thus the neglect of the temperature dependence 
of the elJ's and the ,,/s will introduce an error of the 
order of 0·5 per cent. 

The ultimate accuracy which can be achieved 
with the pulse super-position method is of the 
order of 1 in 105• Such an accuracy is however 
conditioned by a perfect echo pattern. Due to 
structural imperfection in the crystals, slight mis­
alignment from the true crystalline direction and 
other disturbances, a perfect echo pattern could 
not be achieved, and thus the ultimate accuracy of 
the measuring method could not be realized. It is 
estimated that the accuracy of the sound velocity 
determination in the present measurements is 
about 1 in 1000. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The measured eight different sound velocities as 
a function of the temperature over the range 
4·2-3000K are presented in Figs. 1 and 2. The 
five elastic constants were determined from the 
measured values of VI' V2' V3' V 4 , 'V5 and 'Vs; 
while V6 and v7 served as a check on the consistency 
of the results. The elastic constants as a function 
of temperature are shown in Figs. 3 and 4. The 
formcr figure presents the diagonal Cll' C33' and 
cu, while the latter showing the cross coupling 
constants C1 2 and C13' a room temperature density 
of 4 ·824 g cm - 3 being used in the computation. 
As can be seen the cross coupling constants vary 
somewhat more with temperature than the diagonal 
constants. Overall, the v?riation of the elastic 
constants with temperature is quite small, which 
indicates that anharmonic effects in the CdS 

lattice are small. This is also corroborated by the 
low values of the thermal expansion coefficient.(l5) 

Table 3 shows a comparison of the present room 
temperature elastic constants with results of other 
investigators. As can be seen the agreement with 
BOLEF et al. for the values of Cll' C12 and C1 3 is very 
good while there is a discrepancy for C33 and C44' 

This discrepancy seems to be due to neglect of the 
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FIG. 1. Sound velocity for longitudinal waves in different 
crystalline directions as a function of temperature. 

piezoelectric correction by BOLEF et al. cll and C12 
are not affected at all by this correction while c14 

only very slightly. 
From the low temperature elastic constants, the 

Debye temperature at .00K can be determined. 

Table 3. Comparison of the present room temperature elastic constants of CdS with former 
work 

Cll C33 C" C12 C13 
1010 N/m2 1010 N/m' 1010 N/m' 1010 N/m' 1010 N/m2 

BOLEF et ai. (S) 8·432 9·397 1·489 5·212 4·638 

BERLINCOURT et ai. (S) 9·07 9·38 1-504 5·81 5·10 

Present work 8·431 9-183 1'458 5·208 4·567 


